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  Stacked ICU 2100H’s (6 ft. wide)  ICU 2100-96 (8 ft. wide) no Base, 2-Door 

MIDWEST VET. CONFERENCE                              Feb. 19-20 

Columbus Conv. Center, Columbus, OH         BOOTH 400/402 

WESTERN VET. CONFERENCE (WVC)                     Mar. 6-9 

Mandalay Bay Conv. Center, Las Vegas, NV       BOOTH 4210 

ATLANTA PET FAIR                                                Mar. 11-13 

Georgia Intl. Conv. Center, Atlanta, GA                

AUSTIN  VETERINARY COFERENCE                        Apr. 5-6 

Austin Convention Center, Austin, TX   

ANIMAL CARE EXPO (HSUS)                                 Apr. 19-22 

Orlando World Center Marriott, Orlando, FL           BOOTH 603 

 ICU 2100H  (6 ft. wide with Base) 

THE VERY HIGH DEMAND FOR   
SNYDER ICU’S CONTINUES 

If you are considering an ICU (or 
two!) for your facility, you need to 
be aware that our lead times are 
extending despite our efforts to 
maximize production. If you have a 
construction project, we recommend 
that you place your Snyder equip-
ment and housing orders at the be-
ginning of your project timeline in-
stead of ordering toward the end of 
construction, as was typically done 
in the past.  Snyder is now accepting 
pre-orders for ICU’s for 2023. 

FETCH EAST (CVC)                                                Apr. 21-23 

Charlotte Conv. Center, Charlotte, NC           

PET BOARDING EXPO WEST                                    May 3-5 

Los Angeles Marriott Burbank Airport, Burbank, CA 

ACVIM (Vet. Internal Medicine)                           June  23-25 

Austin Convention Center, Austin, TX                    BOOTH 920 

AVMA                                                                 Jul. 29-Aug.02 

Philadelphia Convention Center, Philadelphia, PA  

FETCH CENTRAL/HOSPITAL DESIGN (CVC)      Aug. 25-28 

Kansas City Conv. Center, Kansas City, KS          BOOTH 911 

  Just a few years ago, experts were predicting a future possible oversatura-
tion of veterinary clinics, especially in major metropolitan areas. As we 
know, just the opposite has happened! The pandemic pet adoption boom, 
mainly due to a dramatic increase in employees working from home, created 
an unprecedented demand for veterinary care. Studies show that pets’    
loving companionship provided huge stress relief during the pandemic, and 
it is certain that pets will become even a more integral part of our society. 
 
  The statistics are impressive. “One in five American households adopted a 
dog or cat since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, according to 
a national American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals         
survey.” The increase in households with pets resulted in an increased      
demand in veterinary services .  The result created a double-edged sword for   
veterinarians. While demand increased, productivity (patient exams)        
decreased due to  safety protocols. Personnel issues also impacted            
veterinarian staffing levels, especially prior to vaccination availability. In the 
beginning, many animal care professionals with underlying health             
conditions, or with vulnerable family members, retired early. Others had to 
stay home for childcare and remote learning for their children. 
 
   One surprising effect of rising veterinary office visits was the impact on 
emergency veterinary hospitals. As an example, if concerned pet parents 
were not able to get an appointment with their regular veterinarian for two 
weeks, they would often turn to an emergency clinic. This meant that     
emergency hospitals who had the same pandemic efficiency and staffing  
issues,  were hit with even higher demand for their services. 

 
The Snyder Intensive Care Unit  

    As it turns out, Snyder’s ICU is now playing even a bigger role in helping 
alleviate labor problems and increase efficiency in emergency veterinary 
hospitals. In addition, nonemergency veterinary clinics are also recognizing 
the value of a Snyder ICU in their practices. Post-operative care is so much 
easier using a Snyder ICU, especially for oxygen administration which frees 
up staff. In fact, we have seen a significant increase in orders of stacking 
ICU’s  and  second ICU’s as clinics and hospitals recognize our ICU’s efficiency 
and revenue potential. 
 
Source: https://www.everydayhealth.com/emotional-health/puppy-love-study-finds-dogs-
helped-owners-cope-with-pandemics-psychological-toll/ 



 

Our Anniversaries 
 
Keith Bogard              25 years 
  
Elonda VanMaanen   23 years 
  
Jeff Zimmerman        21 years 
   
Aaron Hicklin             19 years 
  
Chris Moothart          19 years 
  
Chris Whitt                 17 years 
  
Annette Valenzuela   16 years 
  
Jeff Sanders              16 years 
  
Jim Davis                   12 years 
  
Sandy Harrison           8 years 
  
Pat Alderman              7 years 
  
Randahl Kuntz            6 years 
  
Boe Tompkins             3 years 
 
Justin Grover              3 years 
  
Joseph Longcor         3 years 
  
Randall Wolver           2 years 
  
David Lance Knight    2 years 
  
Nathaniel Velasco       2 years 
  
Travis Ellworth            2 years 
 

Sean joined Snyder in May of 2012 as a production team member in our  
Denver plant. He worked at Snyder previously as the Assistant Production 
Foreman.  For the last several years, Sean has worked in the ICU/Dryer area 
and currently holds the position of Assistant ICU/Dryer foreman. 

Sean is a Colorado native, who enjoys woodworking, drawing, and spending 
quality time with family and friends.  However, his favorite hobby is riding his 
Harley in the Rocky Mountains.  

Among Sean’s favorite Snyder products are the ICU and the Dryer. He builds 
these units with the ultimate care and finds satisfaction in knowing these 
products contribute to the health and comfort of many animals.  

 

Employee Spotlight:  
Sean Frappied 

Snyder has 113 new clients since the last newsletter! 

 

    Gates should have even gaps 

   We are on the road again, and we couldn’t be more excited.  Trade 
shows are vital to Snyder Mfg. Co. because there is no substitution 
for seeing our quality products and innovative designs in person.  
   In addition, it is an opportunity for Snyder ICU prospective buyers 
and current owners to ask detailed questions and go over specifics of 
the multiple functions of the ICU with our pros. At grooming shows, 
Snyder’s Dryer can also be tested out in person. Groomers love the 
Snyder Dryer because it saves a significant amount of time and labor 
in a very physically demanding  profession.  
   Snyder has many options of gate configurations on our unit housing 
and our kennel runs, and seeing samples of these in person helps our 
clients customize their housing to best fit their needs.                                                               
PLEASE STOP BY AND SEE OUR LATEST DESIGNS! 
   

 

          Custom Adjustments are Easy! 
Our clients tell us that one reason they love our housing is because it lasts for years and 
years.  But, any equipment with moving parts needs occasional maintenance and you may 
find that this is the case with our gates. 
 

GATE LATCHES 
If your gate is no longer closing smoothly against the latch, It may be that the gate has     
become misaligned, usually on the handle side. The cause of this is typically years of down-
ward pressure being placed on the gate when it is open. To remedy latch alignment, simply 
lift the gate off of its hinges, and then turn the top bent bolt clockwise and the bottom bent 
bolt counter-clockwise.  If there is a middle hinge, it also may need a turn, usually clockwise. 
One full turn of bent bolts will raise the gate about 1/8”.  Finally, make sure to re-tighten 
the hinge cap nuts. NOTE: If you are adjusting several gates at the same time, mark the 
gates so they go back on the same compartment.  Every gate is fine-tuned to each hinge and 
should not be interchanged.  
 

HOW TO TIGHTEN OR LOOSEN GATE HANDLES: 
Tools needed:  3/16” allen wrench, 7/16” box end wrench 

 

TO MAKE HANDLE TURN LOOSER: 
Our handles are adjusted for a tight turn from the factory.  If you feel that the handles are 
still turning too tightly after a few weeks of use, you can easily adjust them. You will want to 
tighten the handle until the handle turns smoothly and does not wobble or rock when 
pulled forward and backward.  Here’s how to loosen handles:  1) It works best to adjust  
handles with the gate hanging in place on the unit.  2) While using the allen wrench to firmly 
hold the screw in place with one hand, tighten the cap nut on the opposite side using the 
7/16” box end wrench with your other hand.  3) If the handle is hard to turn after adjusting, 
loosen the allen screw very slightly. The cap nut should tighten a little more, which is OK.    
4) If the handle is still too tight, loosen the cap nut and start over. NOTE: For those of you 
with older Snyder cages, if you are having difficulty keeping the small “acorn” cap nut tight-
ened, contact your sales representative about purchasing upgraded replacement parts for 
even better gate handle performance. 
 

TO MAKE HANDLES TURN TIGHTER: 
After many years of use, some handles may loosen more than you want. To tighten handles:  
1) Loosen the cap nut on the handle slightly, then loosen the allen screw in very small      
increments by turning counter-clockwise until the handle moves smoothly.  2) When the 
handle, or double set of handles, are moving smoothly, you will need to hold the allen screw 
in place with the Allen wrench in one hand, while retightening the cap nut with the other 
hand using a 7/16” box end wrench until it is snug. 

STILL NEED HELP?  

We are here to help you keep your Snyder gates just the way you like them.  No question is 
too small.  If you have lost your gate adjustment wrench kit , we will send you a new one at 
no charge! 

  If there is a bigger gap at the   
handle side, lift the gate off and 

twist the bent bolts.  

  Call:  800-422-1932                

       Handle Allen Screw is 3/16” 

Handle Cap Nut is  7/16”  

Paul Floistad Ralph Ihde 

Snyder’s Dynamic Duo! 

Do these faces look familiar? If you have been in the animal care profession for 
awhile, you probably have spoken with our Sales Directors Paul Floistad or Ralph Ihde 
at a trade show. You may know that they are Snyder’s two most tenured employees. 
But, you may not know that Paul and Ralph also have unmatched expertise in animal 
housing design, with eight decades of experience between them!  If you have housing 

questions or a unique situation, Paul or Ralph might have the answers you need.  
Paul and Ralph definitely have been there, done that, and have the T-shirt! 


